ATTENTION: HAM RADIO VOLUNTEERS FOR THE 2025 WINGS OVER HOUSTON AIRSHOW
INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE FRIDAY SPECIAL AIRSHOW (morning) AND THE DRIVE-IN SHOW (afternoon) Friday, October  17th
Logistics Net Frequency for This Years Special Show is 147.060 + offset, (Tone 156.7)

NEW**Medical Net Communicators will be utilizing ‘Airshow Radios’ Not HT’s
FRIDAY SHOWS ONLY

**WRIST BANDS WILL BE PASSED OUT AT THE VOLUNTEER ENTRY GATE ALLOWING FOR ENTRY TO THE FIELD**


Special Show for Special People: The Friday Wings Over Houston Special Airshow takes place at Ellington Airport and is for invited guests only.  The “Special Show for Special People” is for people of all ages (mostly School-age children, however) who are physically (and perhaps mentally) challenged.  The show is an abbreviated version of the air show that is presented on Saturday and Sunday.  

Each Special Show group is accompanied by their “caregivers” (which may be teachers, nurses, or aids).  
The focus for most of the Ham Radio Communicators will be to closely observe the Special Show’s special people for any problems that may suddenly occur. It is essential that the Communicators mingle with the crowd (please space yourself out from other communicators to ensure full coverage of the area) not remaining on the edges of the group. 

The Communicator’s primary responsibility will be to notify net control that a “situation” has occurred that requires medical attention or another form of intervention. Do not assume that you, as a Communicator, will be told by a group caregiver that intervention is necessary and to please obtain assistance. 

Possible situations that may arise among the air show guests, especially during the flying portion include:



Becoming lost from their main group



Falls



Becoming overheated



Becoming agitated/frightened because of the loud noises. 



Becoming agitated/frightened because of being in an unfamiliar environment.

At the completion of the Special Air show, the Communicators are to transition along the loading area (from Eagle Squadron (VIP) tent to the buses that are being loaded) to observe for any situations as the guests load into the buses, etc (again, please space yourself evenly as possible from other communicators to ensure full coverage of the area). 

If you encounter any problems with a Special Show guest, notify net control immediately. If it is a medical emergency, inform net control that you have emergency medical traffic.  There will be a medical team at the airfield to handle medical emergencies.
The Afternoon Drive-In Session will begin at 2:PM with the opening of the gates.  Flying will begin at 3:PM and the gates will close at 6: PM.  We will be assisting with normal operations and possibly assisting with parking vehicles.  

Arrival Time: Plan to arrive at Ellington Field no later than 8:00 am…the morning briefing will follow shortly thereafter.
Directions to Ellington Airport—Friday only:  Take I-45 north or south until you reach the exit for Ellington Field (FM 1959) also known as Dixie Farm/Choate Road.  Go east on FM 1959/ Choate Road until you reach Hwy. 3.  Turn right onto Hwy 3. Go to the next light and turn left. This is also known as the South Entrance (Brantley Avenue) into Ellington Field. Follow the signs to the Volunteer/Participant Parking. If you have any problems getting to Ellington Field, please call us on 147.060 MHz (Tone 156.7). so that we can talk you in to the airfield.  Follow signs or people directing you to Participant Parking.
Parking:  Park on the grassy field designated as Participant Parking as instructed.
Official Check-in:  You must “officially” check in, in person, at the following two locations:
1) The volunteer desk located just inside Gate 14 at Aerospace Avenue.  Proceed North to the Communications Trailer.  You will receive your armbands and/or the Wings Over Houston Air- Show ball cap at check-in at the Comm. Trailer-- these are your entrance permits to the special air show that day. You must wear your wrist band and your ball cap at all times while on the Ellington Airport tarmac during the Special Show.
2) The Communications Vehicle with Ronald Fawcett, KD5CDM and Me.  The Communications Vehicle is located inside Gate W-6.  You will need to walk to this area (look for the Ft. Bend  County Office of Emergency Management Mobile Command Post).    All Communicators will be receiving a Day Glow Green, Wings Over Houston Communications Vest at check-in, to be turned back in at the end of that day’s air show at the Net Control location.  This vest is to be worn at all times while inside the perimeter fence!
Equipment needed: Please bring any headset, earphones, microphones, and any other accessories that will assist you in listening to/talking with Net Control. If you do not have a head set with an antenna attached, a rubber ducky will be helpful to raise your radio antenna above head level. 

Please remember that it is very noisy at the air show. 

The air show management will be providing AA and AAA alkaline batteries for those communicators who have alkaline battery cases for their HT’s.  If you utilize a rechargeable battery pack, please bring a spare charged battery pack with you. 

Set your HT’s to 147.060 MHZ  (tone 156.7) for the Net Control frequency for Friday.  Simplex “back-up” freq. will be 145.500.  I do not believe we’ll be running the Dedicated Medical Net on this day.  
Wear very comfortable shoes. 

Bring sunscreen and bug spray with you, as well as a small water bottle that you can carry on your belt.
Traffic call designation:  Because we will be having only a few communicators assigned to duties other than being among the show guests, we will be utilizing your call sign, e.g., “K5JIN to Net Control” or simply “K5JIN”. Once Net Control recognizes you, you may pass your traffic. When passing traffic, you should use “over” when you expect or need a reply.  Once you have finished your traffic, all parties must so designate—“K5JIN clear”.

Official Check-out: Once all the air show guests have left the tarmac (airfield), you must check in with net control to determine if you are free to leave and return your vest.  For Homeland Security reasons as well as for your safety you must check out with net control before leaving the airfield.

Questions:  If you have any further questions, please feel free to e-mail me at:  kd5ayf@reagan.com …  All assignments will be passed out at check-in.
Thank you for volunteering for the Wings Over Houston Special Airshow.  I hope that you will find your experience rewarding and memorable.  We are looking forward to seeing all of you on Wings Over Houston Airshow weekend.

73

George Levandoski K5JIN,

Wings Over Houston Staff,
Amateur Radio Communications

