“Most of the ones |
get are basket
cases. A radio 60
years old, you
rusualty dontfind-i
in good condition.”

\ he big band muslc prog-

ram Guy Thomas was
listentng to seemed appropri-
ate coming from the spcaker
of one of his vintage 1940s radfa. The
only trouble was, it was lmpossible to
tell which of the dozen or so radies,
all in mint condition, was producing
the music,

The rich wood cabinets of each set
were In show room condltion sitting
on a table Inside Thomas's cluttered
TV repair shop on Monte Ne Road In
Rogers. The dozen radios are part of
hia collection of about 500 acquired
over many ycars. Most of them work.

Thornas owns stal sets dating
back to the infancy of radio in. the
early 1920s. Aboutl 100 of his radios
were bullt before 1930, His newest
radios date back to the 1950s,

Fixing televistons, VCRs, and sterco
equipment Is Thomas's job. But his
hobby Is putting life back inta ald
rados.

“Mosl of the ones [ get are basket
cases,” Thomas sald, “A radio 60
years old, you usually dont find ft in
good condition.”

With that. his son Tim pulied a
radfo from a pile watting to be
repaired, and began to take the set
apart. Upon removing the cabinet,
mouse droppings and nest materfal
spllled over the work table. Inside,
among the tubes and wires that made
up the guls of the radlo, was a nest
of shredded paper and other debris
where the mouse had made its home
for who knows how long.

The two were confident the radio
could be fixed, It would take about 8
hours (o get it playing again, they
guessed, then more (o recondition its
swood: cabinet. oo i

Thomas sald he has one fault as a
collector. *1 buy, but | don't sell” -
His repalr shop and the two-car

garage at his home is packed with
radios. So s his attic. Some of his °
favorite radios furnish the antebel-
lum-atyle home where Thomas lives
with his wife Peggy, “'ve got all my
wife will let me put in the house.”

Thomas, who has been in the
clectronic repalr business In Rogers
about 35 years, wouldn't be able lo fix
any of hly old radios If he hadn't had
the foresight to collect parts, too. Over
the years he's saved good tubes, and
bought tubes from other repalrmen
who went out of business, Most of
them cannot be purchased today.

Those that “can often run “as' high

as

Yesterday’s r

_collector might pay the price of a

lished when Jack Benny, Ed Sullivan,
and The Shadow were at the apex of
thelr radlo careers.

The collector has been interested tn
radfo since age seven when he bullt
his first crystal set. Friends have
donated many radios to his collection
Others he has purchased at garage
sales and flea markets.

“Thal's how we spend most
weckends, elther fishing or golng to
flea markets,” Thomas said. He -hag
also acquired sets at swap meels for
radio colleetors, usually held In targe
cltles.

Many of his radios had a price tag
of only a few dollars decades ago
when they were new. Today a radio

modern stereo system for one of the

Hm T Thomas, [n e ce i/l his
father's repalr factlily, does most of

the cabinet refinishing while the elder

Thomas does most of the clectronic
rorle.
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Tim Themas, above, doss most of the

opened to reveal the controls.
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“1 don’t know how many thousands
I have,” Thomas sald. All are organ-
zed tn a room of his shop. He also
has a library of repair manuals pub-

refinishing work on the radio cabinets.

Below, a radio Is built into an antique table in Thomas's ilving room. A door Is
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condition,

But he’s not selling,

"I like them all," he sald. “You try
Lo pick a favorite one, and you can't.”
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A Philmore crystal




