Draft minutes of the March 7, 2022 meeting of the VOA Amateur Radio Club (K3VOA)

Present (on line) were:
Gary Butterworth W3GRB
Ken Claerbout K4ZW
Sheldon Daitch WA4MZZ
Melvin Eliazer K4MNE
Kim Elliott KD9XB
Martyn Gregory AD5VB
Hugh Katz K3HU
Marc Poe K3POE
Tony Riggs W1FHN

The meeting began at 11:54 AM.

Minutes of last meeting:  Accepted

Treasurer’s Report:  Account looks strong.  Mike sent $50 to QTH.

Station Report:  UHF still deaf.

· TMark informed us: Given that the repeater has been off the air for well over a year now, the coordination will be cancelled on April 5, 2022 (30 days) if it cannot be brought back to its coordinated parameters.  A question was raised on whether the amnesty period could be extended given our problems accessing the shack during this period of Covid-19.  Hugh didn't think so.

· A question was raised as to the current range of the transmitter.  Marc tested the antenna and found the SWR was within specs.  Maybe, therefore, we have a receiver problem.  More testing is needed, but time is running out.

· The idea of setting up the old UHF repeater was raised but ruled out.

· We also considered whether the UHF repeater got much use when it was working, and was it worth keeping a rig going on that band.  We decided it was worth pursuing a little longer, and Marc said he would call Yeasu.



Old Business:  The 8oth Anniversary contest.

· The contest was rated a success.  There were over 3000 contacts recorded on FT8 and sideband.  The success raised the possibility of having future contests.

· Speaking of future events, another idea floated was a K3VOA open house.  We could keep it informal and tie it in with a low key sprint.

It was noted the phone in the shack has been disconnected.

New Business:  Officer election:  Nominations will be taken at our next meeting, in April, and elections will be held at our May meeting.

The meeting was adjourned at 1:00 PM.

The next VOA ARC meeting is April 4, 2022 and because of continuing Corona virus problems we will be meeting on line.  Marc Poe, K3POE will send details.

Respectfully submitted,
Tony Riggs W1FHN
Secretary

