Draft minutes of the January 3, 2021 meeting of the VOA Amateur Radio Club (K3VOA)

Present (on line) were:
Gary Butterworth W3GRB
Sheldon Daitch WA4MZZ
Melvin Eleazer K4MNE
Kim Elliott KD9XB
Hugh Katz K3HU
Marc Poe K3POE
Mike Shields KM4VVX
Steve Herman  
Al Brown KZ3AB
Carl Swanson K6CRS

The meeting began at 11:47 AM.

Minutes of last meeting:  Accepted.

Treasurer’s Report: Account good.  Note: Dues for 2022 are due.  You can send a check directly to treasurer Mike Shields, 2099 Laura News Place, Alexandria, VA  22303. 


Station Report: UHF repeater is still deaf outside the building.     Carl tested the with a signal generator using a station monitor to ‘inject a calibrated signal into the UHF receiver directly. It took about .3uVolts to crack the receiver.  Barring any other really good ideas (like temporarily using my dual band antenna on the roof as a UHF antenna to prove/disprove the repeaters antenna), The unit might need to be sent to the factory for diagnostic and or repair. 

Old Business:  We are still working on plans for the upcoming anniversary contest on February 18-19.
  
· The Contest for the VOA 80th Anniversary will include electronic eQSL cards from each of the 3 stations participating as well as a paper QSL from featuring the transmitter from WLWO which broadcast the first program in 1942.   
· The program eQSL Creater from PA4R will be used to automatically send the eQSL cards to confirm contact with each station. To make this task easier, the log files would be loaded into the system after each day instead of sending them live.  

· We also discussed creating certificates to award to contest participants who contact all three stations.

· We continued discussion of using the rhombics at Greenville.  Since this is a long term venture, they will not be used during the contest.  Also long term: the possibility of using the rhombics remotely for receiving, possibly transmitting as well.  Perhaps also, we might find a way to generate funds with the remote operation.

· Marc Mentioned that Our Anniversary Contest will be listed in the February edition of QST. The YouTube Channels “Ham Talk Live” and “Coffee and Ham Radio” will interview the group about the upcoming contest.  

New Business:  In recognition of QTH providing the VOA club an email account, among other things, a motion was made and passed to donate $50 to QTH.

The meeting was adjourned at 12:33 PM.

The next VOA ARC meeting is February 6, and because of continuing Corona virus problems we will be meeting on line.  Marc Poe, K3POE will send details.

Respectfully submitted,
Marc Poe filling in for Tony Riggs W1FHN
 
