Draft minutes of the December 6, 2021 meeting of the VOA Amateur Radio Club (K3VOA)

Present (on line) were:
Gary Butterworth W3GRB
Sheldon Daitch WA4MZZ
Melvin Eliazer K4MNE
Kim Elliott KD9XB
Martyn Gregory AD5VB
Hugh Katz K3HU
Marc Poe K3POE
Tony Riggs W1FHN
Mike Shields KM4VVX
Gerhard Straub K6XH

The meeting began at 11:52 AM.

Minutes of last meeting:  Accepted.

Treasurer’s Report: Account good.  Mike cashed some checks increasing the account level.  Note: Dues for 2022 are due.  You can send a check directly to treasurer Mike Shields, 2099 Laura News Place, Alexandria, VA  22303


Station Report: UHF repeater is still deaf outside the building.  No one has been up to the station recently, but some time ago Marc tested the antenna and found it in good order and correctly tuned.  However, Gerhard suggested connecting the unit to a different antenna and transmitting to see if we get out.  If that works, perhaps we are not receiving and therefore the front end in the receiver could be defective.  Hugh suggested sending the radio out for repair if none of this works. 

Old Business:  We are still working on plans for the upcoming anniversary contest in February.
  
· Marc has had meetings with members of the Greenville and Bethany stations and received photos that suggest possible images for our QSL cards.  Marc suggested a program to generate e-QSL cards.

· We also discussed creating certificates to award to contest participants who contact all three stations.

· We continued discussion of using the rhombics at Greenville.  We concluded this is a long term venture and chances were low of using them during the contest.  Also long term: the possibility of using the rhombics remotely for receiving, possibly transmitting as well.  Perhaps also, we might find a way to generate funds with the remote operation.

· Marc reports, our anniversary contest will be listed in QTH and Ham Talk Line.

New Business:  In recognition of QTH providing the VOA club an email account, among other things, a motion was made and passed to donate $50 to QTH.

The meeting was adjourned at 12:33 PM.

The next VOA ARC meeting is January 3, and because of continuing Corona virus problems we will be meeting on line.  Marc Poe, K3POE will send details.

Respectfully submitted,
Tony Riggs W1FHN
Secretary

