Draft minutes of the November 1, 2021 meeting of the VOA Amateur Radio Club (K3VOA)

Present (on line) were:
Gary Butterworth W3GRB
Sheldon Daitch WA4MZZ
Melvin Eliazer K4MNE
Kim Elliott KD9XB
Steve Herman
Hugh Katz K3HU
Alice Kottmyer N5DXZ
Marc Poe K3POE
Tony Riggs W1FHN
Mike Shields KM4VVX

The meeting began at 11:49 AM.

Minutes of last meeting:  Accepted.

Treasurer’s Report:  No change since our October meeting.

Station Report:  UHF repeater still deaf.  Can be accessed only inside the building.  Still looking for ideas on how to fix it.  Possibly Gerhard would know.

Old Business:  There was continuing discussion of our upcoming 80th anniversary ham contest.

· In regards to getting help from Graphics for creating and printing QSL cards, Marc noted an admonition in an email from Bridget Serchak in VOA Promotions, that since we are a private group, "neither the group nor its participants can use federal funds, services or personnel as part of any its efforts or activities. . ."  Steve suggested getting a foreign vendor to print QSL cards that we would design.  Marc suggested also going electronic.  It was agreed Carl, with his knowledge, would be a good person to consult on the matter.

· A proposal was made and passed to establish a Paypal account to deal with QSL cards and contest awards.

New Business:

· Marc noted that the Greenville site has a number of rhombic antennas that apparently are not being used.  He suggested setting up a site there, enabling us to use the antennas remotely, on-line.  He suggested spending some of our treasury for this purpose.

· Mel pointed out that the current baluns are not rated high enough for transmitting.  There was also discussion of the rating of the feed wires to the antennas.

· As to who would maintain the site, the Greenville ham club and East Carolina University were suggested as possibilities.

· It was suggested that more thinking and planning were needed on this issue.

The meeting was adjourned at 12:51 PM.

The next VOA ARC meeting is December 6, 2021 and because of continuing Corona virus problems we will be meeting on line.  Marc Poe, K3POE will send details.

Respectfully submitted,
Tony Riggs W1FHN
Secretary

