Draft minutes of the October 4, 2021 meeting of the VOA Amateur Radio Club (K3VOA)

Present (on line) were:
Sheldon Daitch WA4MZZ
Melvin Eliazer K4MNE
Kim Elliott KD9XB
Steve Herman
Hugh Katz K3HU
Marc Poe K3POE
Tony Riggs W1FHN
Mike Shields KM4VVX
Carl Swanson K6CRS

The meeting began at 11:52 AM.

Minutes of last meeting: Approved  

Treasurer’s Report: Our account remains solid. 

Station Report:  Marc and Mike visited the shack sometime after the September meeting and while they checked the repeater antennas and transmitter, couldn't determine why the UHF repeater is deaf.  They then went onto the roof and found the antennas "somewhat disorganized."  There is an 80 meter antenna which might be changed to something more useful. We might need another tuner for that. 

Old Business: Our discussion regarding the 80th anniversary operation continues.

· Steve suggested we have a discussion of our plans with Central News, and perhaps some language services.  There is also a VOA 80th Anniversary Committee which could be contacted.  (After the meeting, Steve emailed David Futrowsky with a brief description of our plans.  His response is at the end of the minutes).

· The special calls used during the event will be: W3V for the Cohen Bldg. station, W8O at the museum in Ohio and W4A in Greenville.

· There was a question about how we will deal with QSL cards for the event.  Will we send cards via snail mail, or via email?  To be decided.

· We have wifi in the shack.  Carl says it is an agency wifi so a user name (VOA employee) and password are required.

New Business:  No new business.

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 12:45 PM.

The next VOA ARC meeting is November 1, 2021 and because of continuing Corona virus problems we will be meeting on line.  Marc Poe, K3POE will send details.

Respectfully submitted,
Tony Riggs W1FHN
Secretary


David Futrowsky's response, in part, is as follows:

I am copying in Melek Caglar, Bridget Serchak, Anna K. Morris, and Jim Fry, who make up the "VOA 80th Anniversary Committee." 

This sounds terrific and I am anxious to learn more about it. 

Could you tell us more about what it means to "run special event" stations? What would the programming, content, or format be? I am looking for how we would publicize this as an associated standalone (we have a few) "80th anniversary project" or how we would perhaps include it as an element of an anniversary program per se, if there is to be one (discussions are underway).  

I would be happy to set up a call to meet with you, or, if any of you have the time, could you send us a note about how this works? 

