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m In the age of cell phones &
ham radio operators remai

By BETHANY RODGERS

Staff writer

Trying to ignore the forest's wet
heat, Leslie Dickey of Prince Frederick
hunches over a picnic table, twirling a
radio dial from one alien-sounding
voice to another.

He's searching for new contacts,
people he and his friends haven't yet
spoken with today. , A

“K three Charlie, Alpha, Lima,” -
Dickey says when he discovers an
amateur who announces in-a distorted
voice that he hails from Maine. -
 Dickey’s greeting sounds like gib-
berish to the uninitiated, but K3CAL is
a call sign, the name the Federal Com-
munications Commmission assigns
amateurs or clubs when they become
licensed. A handful of Dickey’s fellow
hams, the nickname for amateur radio. 2
operators, from the Calvert Amateur Staff photo by DARWIN WEIGEL
Radio Association are also using the Richard Browne of Dunkirk, secretary of the Community Emergency Response Team, takes

g ] part with the Calvert County Amateur Radio Club in the National Field Day for ham radio
* See RADIO, Page A-10 operators. Browne is a newly licensed ham radio operator.
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Continued from Page B-1

radio for emergency commu-
nication.

Once people get involved,
amateur radio offers some-
thing to everyone, said Dickey
and Urquiza. Some hams like
to bounce radio signals off
the moon, while others enjoy
building their own equip-
ment or simply chatting with
people. Dickey said that some
amateurs compete to speak
with people from different
countries or try to make con-
tact with someone from every
county in the United States.

“Amateur radio is like a
spider web; it takes you in all

different directions,” said
Dickey.
Talking to the world

“WA3YUV monitoring,”
Curtis says into a handheld
microphone at the Red Cross
" headquarters.

“T just said I'm listening,”
he translates into everyday-
speak. For a few seconds, he
stands next to the radio, wait-
ing to see if anyone is listen-

Staff photo by REID SILVERMAN
Amateur radio operator Joseph “Gene” TaIIey surrounded by his equip-
ment, new and old, inside an old shed in the backyard of his home in
Hollywood. Talley claims to have contacted 312 countries of 388
throughout the world using his ham radio.

ing on the other end. It's the
tense, alert look people get
when they’re waiting to see if
they’ll win an award or a
hand in poker.

The only response from
the radio is static, so_Curtis
goes on talking about the
relationship between hams
and the Red Cross. All of a-
sudden, a few minutes later,
he stops mid-sentence and a
smile spreads across his face.

He's got company.

“I heard you were moni-
toring,” the voice says
through the radio.

The speaker is John Foote,
a fellow member of Curtis’
club. The two talk briefly
about the radio quality and
joke around a little before
they finish.

Curtis says he hkes chat-
ting with his friends and new
people throughout the day.
It's his thing; why he some-
times accidentally addresses
friends by their call names
during in-person conversa-
tions and why a giant anten- -
na branches off his pickup.

“The first thing I do whenI
start the car is I get in and
push the button. The world
knows I'm there,” he says:
brodgers@somdnews.com
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