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Obituary: From 1930s, Prall was a fan
of all things mechanical, electrical
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Kristina Lindberg
Express-News

At the age of 13, Bert A. Prall wrote a school paper that
explained how he became interested in mechanics and
electronics as a little child. His passion was sparked when

he stuck his fingers

into a Christmas lights socket as a

2-year-old boy and got shocked, he wrote.

Prall died March 30

Prall, who was born

of natural causes. He was 78.

in Chicago and grew up in Winnetka,

Ill. He embraced community service to offer mechanical
and electrical help to fire departments, civil defense
organizations and the lllinois National Guard. He operated
his services right from the attic of his parents' house, friend
William Lill of Glenview, Ill., said.

"We worked on projects many years ahead of the computer
era," Lill said. "We were pioneers."

Prall, who worked with Lill, participated in perfecting the
system for sending Teletype messages via radio.

"He was a fountain of knowledge," Lill said. "l was just in

awe of him."

Prall played a part in installing a public safety radio and

Teletype network in

Illinois, his friend David Monroe said.

Prall's father started the Midwest Variety Inc. and was the
president of Ben Franklin stores, which Prall later took

over.

In 1978, Prall came

to|Bert A. Prall
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San Antonio partly Born: Sept. 15, 1929, in Chicago
because he wanted to

escape Chicago

weather and traffic  |survived by: Cousins, Barbara Hoefer
and partly because he|Hanson of Voorhees, N.J., Douglas
was interested in the |Hoefer and Paul Hoefer of Freeport, IIl.,
and their mother, Merrill C. Hoefer, of
Freeport.

Died: March 30, 2008, in San Antonio

computer company
Datapoint Corp.,

Monroe said. Services: Interment will be in Memorial
Park Cemetery in Skokie, lll. Donations

"Bert worked as a can be made to the Doc Porter Museum
consultant and started|©f Telephone History, 1714 Ashland St.,

Houston 77008.

to install the network
that Datapoint had invented," Monroe said.

In San Antonio, Prall founded a telecommunications
installation and servicing company, and later served as a
consultant for different companies.

One of Prall's favorite subjects was the history of
telephones.

"He had a very large collection," Monroe said.

He was the owner of thousands of antique artifacts,
including phones and switching systems at his home.

"It's not that big," Monroe said about the house. "It sure is
full — floor to ceiling."

klindberg@express-news.net
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