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Using CWMechanical
Return to the days of

Keys
—dust offyesteryear that old orbrass

chrome beauty and it onput the air.

Robert Shrader,

kind of

W6BNB

CW youoperator notshould
need electronic help in goodsending

Morse Icode. am not myusing PK-232 plus
computer or thekeyboard, keyer
in

electronic
my HF any more. Itransceiver

with
worked

ofboth athem few times years ago.
I

But
now useonly my key,straight or

bug, all of
sideswiper

arewhich rathermechanical than
aided keys.electronically They are

side by
mounted

on aside woodthree-ply square on
the desk top theunderneath attransceiver
my operating position. The ortransmitting
receiving of thespeed other deter-operator
mines one Iwhich use.

The Key
A

Straight
keystraight is the kind ofprobably key

ofmost us start with. nameAnother for it is
hand key, but allsince arekeys by
hand

operated
it is better as aidentified key.straight

All arekeys a meanssimply of andmaking
anbreaking electrical Twoconnection. insu-

lated wires, abared anhalf atinch the ends,
could also be used. doThey not amake very

key,efficient Ibut have used asuch
device

keying
in my years. I remem-

ber when
experimenting

I mybuilt first key,straight aquite
ways I   back. aused % inch ofstrip sheet metal

onto ascrewed small wooden board. farThe
ofend the bent strip could be down

onto a
pushed

screw (seeroundhead 1).Figure Wires
to the screw and toround-head the metal strip
were all that was The bluerequired. poker
chip ontoglued the far end of the metal strip

itgave real class.
keys areStraight inmade many forms.

areThey either or radiolandline
keys. A

telegraph
landline had tooperator leave his

key shorted until his wasstation oncalled
his sounder thatclicking was
in series

connected
thewith dcclosed line.

These
telegraph

had tokeys ahave onswitch
to

them
thekeep circuit closed notwhen being

keyed. aWhen wasstation thecalled, opera-
tor hisopened switch, the
call, then closed

acknowledged
his to hearswitch the mes-

sage being outclicked to him. noWhen traf-
fic was being handled (all keys closed
the

along
theline) wasbattery apumping sizable

believe that if youI consider anyyourself
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1 —Figure firstBob’s key.straight

Code
Sending

Sending
awith key at 10 tostraight 15 perwords minute is(WPM) easy afor

fairly good radio With aoperator. asideswiper, reasonably fast wouldspeed be
20 toabout 25 WithWPM. a key, fastersemiautomatic can send atoperators

to30 40 WPM, somealthough fastreally can send at 60operators to 70
and

WPM
copy code in their atheads toup 100 WPM. canBugs be to sendslowed at

10 or evenWPM less although sometimes additional weight is
A word,

required.
when orsending isreceiving, to be fiveconsidered plusletters a

Morespace. a word is 25precisely, dots and spaces, withending three
Use

dot-times.
dotthree times lettersfollowing and seven between words. The word PARIS

byfollowed seven space istimes to be oneconsidered standard word.
how to sendLearning Morse code is not tooproperly hard, itbut does take

a bit ofquite One waypractice. be towould bystart thesending example below
both andforward until it canbackward be sent bothcorrectly ways.
— - - - —

Use
or the long dash(dahdidididah) character. This dashlong is

by
used

as aamateurs or aperiod, sign or to killparagraph time while Thethinking.
linepractice below all ofcontains the aletters, long anddash all of the numbers

—needed for theexcept useful shownsignals tobelow, onoperate the ham
Bebands. tosure aleave definite space lettersbetween and — andnumbers

leave ordouble triple spacing between (It iswords! that youassumed theknow
MorseInternational code.)

THE QUICK BROWN FOX JUMPS AOVER LAZY —DOG 1234567890

Achieving consistent at 5 WPMoperation for amakes great and
is

beginning
good for on-air withpractice Afriends. somewhat higher speed,

10 to
perhaps

12 will beWPM, forneeded radioregular If it takes aboutcommunication.
120 to sendseconds the complete practice line yourabove, is aboutspeed
6 60's = 12WPM, 45s =WPM, 18 30 s = 24WPM, WPM.

When you can thissend group at 10practice to 12 with aWPM key,
and

straight
you can atcopy the or asame higher speed, you can consider yourself

as a goodqualified CWamateur keystraight radio When youoperator. can do it
awith orbug (see Figure 3)sideswiper at 18 orWPM more, consider a

real
yourself

CW radio

O55

operator!
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