
B
eginning with his earliest experiments, Marconi sought to achieve  
wireless communication over ever greater distances. He set his sights on  
wireless communication between contintents, to form a business that  

would compete with the established wired communication networks of the world.

1897 “My work consisted mainly in endeavoring to
determine how far these waves would travel in the air
for signalling purposes.”

Guglielmo Marconi

1901 First transoceanic wireless signal, Poldhu, England to St. Johns, Newfoundland.
 
1902 Messages sent from  
Canada to England

1903 First message from the  
United States to England.

1908 Commercial transoceanic  
message service began between  
Canada and Ireland.
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1908 - 1912 Plans were developed  
to link the far reaches of the British  
Empire wirelessly, with a network  
of stations known as the Imperial  
Chain. The project would fall victim  
to a series of setbacks.

1912 A major construction  
program in the United States  
began. Stations would be  
built to link America with  
Europe and Asia. The "rst  
station would connect New  
Jersey with Ireland, to serve
the great business centers  
of New York and London.

1913 Announcements in
professional journals
described the ambitious
transoceanic wireless
program. A site somewhere
“in eastern Massachusetts”
was mentioned.
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1914 The coming of the great station to 
Chatham Port was revealed in an offhand 
remark by the local correspondent of the 
Harwich Independent at the bottom of the 
paper’s last page.

1914 Cape Cod readers were
informed of the prospects for a
world-class wireless station to
be built in Massachusetts. The
powerful transmitter was
destined for Marion, across
Buzzards Bay. The reporter
neglected to mention the
Chatham receiving station.

1914 By June, the work had begun and progress at Chatham Port
was reported in the local papers throughout the rest of the year.



informed of the prospects for a

be built in Massachusetts. The

1914 The directors of th
Telegraph Company of America reported to
stockholders that good p
the transoceanic stations, but the
an ominous note regarding unforeseen circumstance

1914 The task of raising the 
great antenna support masts  
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heavy steel sections high into  
the air.



1914 The directors of the Marconi Wireless
Telegraph Company of America reported to
stockholders that good progress was being made on  
the transoceanic stations, but they sounded  
an ominous note regarding unforeseen circumstances.

1914 August. World War I broke out in Europe. It would have crippling 
consequences for the transoceanic project.

 The task of raising the 
great antenna support masts  
carried fearless workers and 
heavy steel sections high into  

1914 December. While the War was raging in Europe, the U.S. remained  
neutral. It was hoped that the completion of the wireless link between 
stations in Norway and Massachusetts would permit the free #ow of 
uncensored news. News from England via undersea cable and from 
Germany via the great wireless station at Nauen was subject to the 
censorship of the belligerents.



1915 April. The directors reported to the
stockholders that the Great War had blocked the 
construction of the Massachusetts stations.

1917 April. The United States entered the
war. The Navy took control of all U.S.
wireless stations, and would not return
them to private owners until March 1920.

1918 November. World War I ended

1920 The government returned the seized  
Marconi wireless stations to the new owners, RCA.  
Initially, the Radio Corporation pursued the transoceanic plans of the Marconi  
company, but soon undertook a major reorganization.

1921 RCA inaugurated marine service for connecting ships on the high seas with shore,  
and discontinued transatlantic operations at Chatham.

1921-1997 The conversion of  
the Chatham station to marine  
service guaranteed its long  
and prosperous future, serving  
mariners on the seven seas for  
eight decades before closing
in 1997.

1919 The Wilson administration developed a plan 
to establish the United States as the world leader in 
wireless communication. At the urging of the 
government, the Radio Corporation of America was 
formed. RCA acquired the Marconi holdings in the 
U.S. from the parent British company.


