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ARRL President Rick Roderick, KSUR, has released a statement in advance of ARRL Field Day 2020.
Dear ARRL Members,

For the first time since the event was introduced in 1933, ARRL Field Day will indeed be significantly different
this year. Continuing public safety restrictions due to COVID-19 will force many of you to operate from home,
while some radio clubs, where permitted, will venture outside in limited gatherings practicing social distancing.
By all means, gef on the air this weekend and show the world that Amateur Radio operators remain adaptable to
changing situations.

Although points are awarded, the underlying purpose of Field Day is to demonstrate the versatility and reliability
of radio amateurs under simulated emergency conditions. For some of you, especially new licensees, this may be
the first time you’ve established your own home station or portable radio communications capability. Let’s use
this opportunity to show our friends, families, and community leaders that we are a trained, resourceful and
reliable corps of volunteers, especially when other forms of communications are not available.

In addition to operating, please take a few minutes to document your station with pictures, or even offer to host a
videoconference and give virtual tours. Social media is the way most people are discovering amateur radio these
days, so post your photos and videos to the social media pages hosted by your clubs and ARRL.

Finally, please use the hashtag #ARRLFD along with community hashtags to get the word out that we are
enjoying an amazing hobby that is also a public service. Field Day is the largest gathering of communicators on
the face of the earth. Let’s show the world what amateur radio can do!

On behalf of ARRL board members and staff, have a fun and safe ARRL Field Day.

73,

Rick Roderick, KSUR
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