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Ham Radio Cruise-In 
A Brand New Amateur Radio Activity

Jim Crosby – K4JEC
Albemarle Amateur Radio Club, Inc.
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A Tall 

Line Up
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Staging A Ham Radio Cruise- 
In As A Club Activity
Many of us are familiar with car club 
cruise-in events at 
parks,restaurants,drive-ins, 
shopping centers or other venues, 
where participants bring their 
cars, trucks, motorcycles, 
whatever, to display and compete 
for awards.
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Staging A Ham Radio Cruise- 
In As A Club Activity
The owners of the vehicles take 
pride in their efforts to 
restore, modify or otherwise 
spruce them up and enjoy 
displaying them as much as the 
spectators enjoy seeing them.
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Staging A Ham Radio Cruise- 
In As A Club Activity
Mobile ham radio operators are 
also proud of the time, effort 
and more than a few dollars 
that they have invested into 
their transportable Amateur 
Radio stations.
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All lined up for judging
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Staging A Ham Radio Cruise- 
In As A Club Activity
You could invite all of your 
neighboring clubs and 
individuals to come and join 
in. You could charge a very 
modest entry fee for those who 
want to show and compete to 
cover the prizes and other 
costs. 
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Registration
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Staging A Ham Radio Cruise- 
In As A Club Activity
You should offer a QSL Card size 
certificate to all who choose 
to participate as a souvenir 
to take away, as well as 
certificates to all winners in 
the competition.
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Participation Certificate
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Staging A Ham Radio Cruise- 
In As A Club Activity
You should prepare and 
distribute a handout that has 
the promotional material on 
one side and a registration 
form on the other. We emailed 
them to all clubs in the area 
and distributed them to 
hamfest attendees.
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Back 
of 
Poster 
Flyer
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Staging A Ham Radio Cruise- 
In As A Club Activity
You should by all means invite 
the public and the local news 
media. This is a great way to 
impress the public with our 
ability to provide emergency 
communications when all else 
fails.
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Goal and Objective

Launch a ham radio cruise-in as an 
annual club activity
Establish a strategic plan for success
Promote the activity as far and wide with 
as many neighboring clubs as can be 
reached
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The Club Decision

The decision to stage and sponsor the 
activity must have full club support.
A successful event takes an all out effort 
on the part of the club and its members.
We had the biggest membership turnout 
ever by our club members and the club 
enthusiasm soared when it succeeded
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Motorcycles came too
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Strategic Planning Is The Key

First comes the committee with a co-
chair for each major function such as site 
plan, publicity, parking, registration, 
judging, refreshments and raffle.
Second, the committee must stage a 
strategic planning meeting to ask and 
answer every question that might arise.
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Planning session
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Strategic Planning Is The Key

Obviously, the site is of primary 
importance
Public School Parking Lots not used on 
Saturdays is a good consideration.
A Public Park is the one we settled on 
because it offered a pavilion and rest 
rooms planted in a very scenic setting.



12/18/201022



12/18/201023

What does it cost?

It cost our club less than $200 and that is 
because we choose not to charge any 
fees whatsoever.  We also offered a $200 
Gift Certificate From Ham Radio Outlet in 
a raffle that helped cover some costs.
We plan to charge a $5 entrance fee this 
year to recover some of our costs.



12/18/201024

What’s behind your seat?
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Recommendation

If your club is looking for a great idea to 
rally your membership to a very 
rewarding activity, the Ham Radio Cruise-
In is one to be considered.
You can be the first in your area to 
sponsor such an event that can draw 
from far and wide because of its appeal.
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A winner arrives to be judged
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Judging was serious work



12/18/201029

Tailgating picnics all around
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Examples of our paperwork 
can be found in the following 
slides such as judges scoring 
sheet and committee chart.
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Our Organizational Chart
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Good Luck And Have Fun!!! 

From the Albemarle Amateur 
Radio Club, Inc. in 
Charlottesville, Va 

-- Jim K4JEC
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